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MAY, 2022
President’s Letter
Like many of you who may be seasonal or weekend residents on
our Twin Lakes, we arrived at our cabin in late April from
southern Michigan for the first time after closing it down late last
fall for the winter season. As we pulled into our two-track drive, I
gave my annual prayer for no broken water pipes or damage
from any big winter storms.
Fortunately, everything checked out fine and we had our water
up and running as well as our appliances functioning fine in
relatively short order. I wish we could be this fortunate every
year. But as I’m sure most of you can relate, we have had our
share of issues to deal with during many spring cabin openings.
Ah, the challenges of maintaining lakefront properties during
everchanging northern Michigan weather conditions.
Whether you are just getting your cabin opened for the season,
or if you keep it going all year long or are a permanent resident,
we hope you will attend our annual TLPOA May Membership
Meeting on Saturday, May 28 at 9:00 a.m. at the Lewiston
Elementary School.
Our May membership meeting is structured to inform you what
your TLPOA Board of Directors has been doing this past offseason and provide you any updates on the long-term projects in
place to help protect our beautiful lakes. This meeting also
provides you, our membership, an opportunity to ask questions
and state your opinions and/or concerns regarding issues related
to our Twin Lakes.
So, plan on arriving early for coffee and donuts to socialize with
friends and neighbors before we get started. It should be well
worth your time for sharing stories and catching up on all the
latest happenings.
Hope to see you on the 28th.

Tom Conquest
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Twin Lakes Property Owners Association
Statement of Activities for January 1 to March 31, 2022

TLPOA General Membership Meeting
Our TLPOA General Membership Meeting will be held on Saturday, May 28, 2022 at the Lewiston
Elementary School. We begin with a very neighborly coffee and donut time beginning at 8:30 am. Our
meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. and we try very hard to keep them to an hour. After all, we realize that
this is Memorial Day weekend and we don’t want to take too much of your time away from the lake.
There are a lot of new lakefront owners on both East and West Twin Lakes. Many of them do not know
what a great all-volunteer organization the TLPOA is. If you have a new lakefront neighbor (or a not-sonew neighbor who has not joined the TLPOA yet), we are asking all our members to encourage them to
attend the meeting.
Agenda items will include
 East Twin Lake Aeration
 Water Clarity
 Wine and Cheese Party
 Lewiston Downtown Development Association






Eurasian Watermilfoil Control and Surveying
Independence Day Boat Parades
Officer Reports
Open Forum for Discussion

The meeting is open to all and presents a great way to hear the latest news regarding our lake
community and get together with other lakefront owners.

2022 Lake Treatment Management

PLM Lake & Land Management, our selected contractor, will be treating both East and West Twin
Lakes this coming season. As in past years, PLM will be applying herbicides at specific locations in
West Twin Lake during June and August to control the Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM) invasive species
present in the lake since 2014.
PLM will also apply a phosphorous absorbing ingredient called Phoslock in the channel area on East
Twin Lake in June to reduce the overall phosphorous content entering the lake.
In August, PLM will conduct an Aquatic Vegetation Acoustic Survey (AVAS) on both lakes to measure
and identify each lake’s aquatic vegetation in comparison to previous surveys conducted biannually.
If you did not receive a notice from PLM through the mail with more specific details regarding these
plans on your specific lake, the notices have been posted on our TLPOA website at:
https://www.tlpoalewistonmi.com
Simply click on the “Water Quality/EWM” tab under the “Resources” section on the TLPOA home
page and download the PLM East and West Twin Treatment Notices for 2022.

Sun Rising in the West
(West Twin Lake, that is)

Unveiling Lewiston History
The Lewiston Downtown Development
Authority (DDA) will unveil the first of a
series of historical signs on Saturday, May 28
at 11:00 a.m. on the Tom May Memorial
Park, also known as the Lewiston town
beach, on East Twin Lake. The park was once
the site of the Michelson Hanson Lumber
Company.
The first sign, acquired with funds donated
by the Twin Lakes Property Owners
Association, marks the significance of the
lumber company in establishing the thriving
community of Lewiston we all enjoy today.
The Lewiston DDA, in conjunction with the
Lewiston Area Historical Society, is in the
process of establishing a Lewiston Heritage
Trail starting at the beach leading north
through town and concluding at the current
Masonic Lodge, the site of the first
community school.
Sixteen sites of historical interest have been
identified and national park quality
interpretive signs are being designed
showcasing Lewiston's history during the Big
Timber Era, circa 1900. Plans include
connecting the Heritage Trail with the Mary
Alsobrooks Walking Path. Once completed,
the Heritage Trail and the Walking Path will
allow walkers and bike riders to navigate
offroad through town from the beach to
Buttles Park.
The sign unveiling will be followed by a small
reception with food and beverages supplied
by the DDA. Please stop by for a look at the
new sign and a chance to enjoy Lewiston's
newest/oldest park, a community gem on
beautiful East Twin Lake.

Have Fun Celebrating our Independence:
East and West Twin Boat Parades
Show your patriot spirit and celebrate our nation’s freedom
by joining your fellow TLPOA members in our annual boat
parades on East and West Twin Lakes on Saturday, July 2 at
5:00 p.m.
The Raietta Ott East Twin Lake Boat Parade will meet just
east of the island.
The Pete Petosky West Twin Lake Boat Parade will meet just
north of Eagle Point
Get out those red, white, and blue stars and stripes and
decorate your boat for the TLPOA’s Annual Fourth of July
Boat Parades. All those interested in participating are
welcome. (Decorations are encouraged, but optional.)
As always, safety first!
Everyone is reminded that Michigan law requires personal
flotation devices for each passenger. Children under the age
of six must wear a PFD at all times. Boats over 16 feet must
also have a throwable flotation device on board.
Absolutely no projectiles of any kind (fireworks, water
balloons, etc.) are permitted to be launched at boats or at
spectators on the shoreline. Anyone witnessing any activities
of this nature are encouraged to contact the Montmorency
County Sheriff immediately to report the incident.

As the summer lake season approaches, be on the lookout for TLPOA
emails announcing upcoming events.

Soon the TLPOA will send emails to members with details and reminders of
upcoming events along with information of general interest. If you are not receiving
these emails and would like to keep current with TLPOA news, please send an email
to LewistonLakeLiving@gmail.com.

East Twin Eagles’ Nest Report by Darcy Dombrowski
The first nest was spotted in 2005 and has been
active since then, with the exception of five
different years of not producing any young.
There have been 28 eaglets hatched from this
nest with always two or three eaglets.
There was some activity earlier this spring, but,
unfortunately, no activity was spotted during late
April and early May. It appears the pair were
unsuccessful and may have left the nest.

Photo from a few years ago by Darcy Dombrowski

Eagles can live for 30 years, so
hopefully our pair will be around
awhile longer and continue to thrive.
I will continue to watch them through
my telescope and then from our
pontoon once the weather gets
warmer.
(Right) Bald eagles chillin’ out on the

last of the spring ice on West Twin
Lake.

Photo by Tom Conquest

TLPOA Wine and Cheese Party

Got a favorite wine you think others might enjoy as well? Bring two bottles of your favorite wine to the
TLPOA Wine and Cheese Party on Friday, August 19 beginning at 6:00 p.m. Attendees will have the
opportunity taste each of the entered wines and vote for their favorites. Awards will be presented for the
best red, the best white, and the best overall wines.
We are not all wine connoisseurs. In recent years, winners have selected wines just because they liked the
label or because the wine was available from the expertly curated collection at Family Fare.
Pete and Susan Stephens have generously agreed to host the party at their Twin Lakes Shore Resort on
the northeast shore of West Twin Lake. Their address is 3255 Hyek Drive, just off County Road 612.
The TLPOA will provide an assortment of cheeses. Attendees are encouraged to bring finger foods.
There’s always plenty of food, so don’t let that stop you from attending if you haven’t got the time or the
inclination to play Julia Child.
So pick up two bottles of your favorite wine (two bottles of the same wine, please) and bring them to the
TLPOA Wine and Cheese Party. If you’re driving Up North that evening and can’t be there by 6:00 p.m.,
feel free to stop in later.

The Historical Resort on West Twin Lake
The Braun family had a German caretaker who
lived on the property by the name of Hans
Hansen who built most of the cabins and some
of the furniture. At one time there were 20 units,
today only eight are rented, with the rest sold off
or torn down over the years. The furniture in the
cabins that wasn’t homemade was purchased
from the Rittenhouse Company of Cheboygan, a
famous maker of camp furniture of the time.
Many pieces are still used today in the cabins.
The early history of the resort known today as
Twin Lakes Shore Resort is somewhat cloudy as
no records are known to exist from the actual
beginning.
We do know that it was founded and managed
for many years by the Braun family, a
manufacturing family from the Flint area. The
resort, then called Braun’s Resort, served
primarily as a fishing camp. The rustic cabins
were built sometime in the early 1950’s, as best
as we can determine.
It was a time when the surrounding area was
transitioning back to its ageless purpose of
hunting, fishing and outdoor recreation. The
standing timber was harvested and most
settlers’ farming efforts failed due to nature of
the thin soil. The abundant lakes and streams
then became a new resource for downstate
residents searching for adventure in the North
Woods.
After WWII, a proliferation of small family
resorts came into being. Small sheds on the back
of properties were rented to city dwellers
seeking a “resort” Up North. Only a small
number of these original resorts survive today
due to the short summer seasons and the fact
that in most cases, the waterfront land became
more valuable than the business.

The property passed to the Hyek Family in 1967
and became known as Ray-Donn’s Resort. The
Hyeks were frequent guests at the time and they
moved north from Romeo to run the resort and
raise their family in Lewiston. During that time
some unused land was sold off and developed to
become Epicurean Estates Subdivision. Donna
Hyek still lives nearby on the lake.
In 1977 the resort was sold to another guest,
Joseph Previch, who was a tool and die maker
and entrepreneur from Ohio. Joe subsequently
came to own several commercial and residential
properties in the area, including the Lewiston
Hotel at one time.
Peter and Susan Stephens purchased the resort
from the estate of Joe Previch in 2014 and
embarked on a massive restoration of the
owners’ house and the eight surrounding cabins.
The Stephens had owned vacation cottages on
both Tee Lake and Little Wolf for many years and
always had been drawn to the Lewiston
community. In 2019 the Stephens made the
resort their primary home. Today the resort is a
proud host to countless families from all over the
Midwest that return every year for their
reunions. In many cases there are three
generations present with grandfathers and
grandmothers bringing their grandchildren to the
very same resort they enjoyed as children. It is a
legacy the Stephens enjoy and cherish.

>>> Please check your newsletter mailing label for your current membership status. <<<
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East Twin Lake

West Twin Lake

2022 MEMBERSHIP DUES AND DONATIONS
Membership Dues or
Suggested Contribution Amounts
Membership Dues

Lake Stewardship provides additional
funding for special projects to study and
maintain a healthy lake ecology and
benefit the lake community.

Aeration Suggested Contribution

Your contribution will allow the TLPOA
to maintain the aeration system on East
Twin Lake, including replacing parts as
needed, and paying for electricity.
Suggested contribution rates based on
lake frontage owned are shown at right.
We welcome all levels of contribution!

My Lake
Contribution

$150 Lake Stewardship
or
$35 Basic Family Membership
$
Lakefront Owners
Less than 75 ft. of lake frontage
75 to 125 ft. of lake frontage
More than 125 ft. of lake frontage

Shared Access

$50
$75
$100
$25

$

Eurasian Watermilfoil Treatment

Generous contributions from our
membership along with grants from
Montmorency County have allowed the
TLPOA to respond quickly to control
EWM and have covered the anticipated
costs of surveying and treating infested
areas.

We are currently funded at a sufficient
level to meet current needs
and have suspended our requests for
funding for 2022.
Thank you!

MY TOTAL LAKE CONTRIBUTION

$

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT! PLEASE MAIL TODAY!
The TLPOA is a 501(c)(3) public charity and your contribution may be deductible if you itemize your
deductions on your tax return. Consult your tax adviser for details.

Please make your check payable to TLPOA and mail to
P.O. Box 807, Lewiston, MI 49756

Calendar of Events
Event
Lewiston Farmers Market

General Membership Meeting
DDA Heritage Trail Historical
Sign Unveiling
Lewiston Annual Car Show and
Art in the Park
Independence Day Boat
Parades
Lewiston Timberfest
TLPOA Wine and Cheese Party

Location
Friends of the Lewiston Library
Reading Garden and
Discovery Pavilion
Lewiston Elementary School
Tom May Memorial Park
(East Twin Lake Public Beach)
Downtown Lewiston
East and West Twin Lakes
Downtown Lewiston
Twin Lakes Shore Resort

Date and Time
Saturdays
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
May 28, 2022
8:30 a.m. coffee & donuts
9:00 a.m. meeting
May 28, 2022
11:00 a.m.
June 18 & 19, 2022
July 2, 2022
5:00 p.m.
August 5 – 6, 2022
August 19, 2022
5:00 p.m.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE
TWIN LAKES PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION!

Twin Lakes Property Owners Association
P.O. Box 807
Lewiston, MI 49756

***** BE SURE TO CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL. *****
DO YOU NEED TO RENEW YOUR TLPOA MEMBERSHIP? RENEW TODAY!
PLEASE HELP KEEP OUR LAKES HEALTHY!

