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President’s Letter 

As a result of our TLPOA membership drive this past summer, many 
new East and West Twin lakefront owners were identified. So, if you 
are receiving this newsletter for the first time, we say welcome and ask 
that you seriously consider becoming TLPOA members if you have not 
already done so. And for our current and past TLPOA members, we 
sincerely thank you for your longstanding support.  

I’d like to welcome three new people to our executive TLPOA Board. 
Tom Page, Wendy Huston, and Pete Stephens each bring unique talents 
and experiences to our Board and who I am certain will do an excellent 
job representing our TLPOA membership. You can read a short synopsis 
of each in this edition. 

This winter your Board is already busy planning for the upcoming 
season on maintaining the health of both East and West Twin Lakes. 
Specific actions to be taken include: 

1. Conducting lake hardness measurements on the northwest 
area of East Twin for the second consecutive year to help us 
better assess the progress of our aeration system in continuing 
to reduce the level of muck in the lake. 

2. Applying phosphorous reduction materials in the East Twin 
canal to reduce the amount of phosphorous entering East Twin 
thus improving water clarity. You can read additional details on 
these plans in this edition. 

3. Conducting a thorough aquatic vegetation survey on both East 
and West Twin at the end of this summer season by our 
Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM) treatment contractor to assess 
vegetation trends in both lakes against previous surveys. 

I am pleased to announce a return of our annual Wine & Cheese Party 
this season at a date to be announced soon. And we are always looking 
for volunteers to host additional TLPOA get-togethers that foster 
comradery within our membership. Please consider hosting an event. 
Your Board will set you up so your efforts will be minimal.  

 

Tom Conquest 
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Thanks to all those who 
contributed to this issue. 
Pat Kish, Editor 
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2022 MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Please refer to your mailing label to check your membership status. If your membership is not current, please 
complete the form on Page 7 and mail it along with your dues payment. Donations to the Eurasian watermilfoil 
fund are not being requested in 2022 due to the healthy status of this fund.  
 

The Aeration Program Fund (East Twin) is in need of donations and the recommended amount is based on 
lakefront property frontage. Donations to this fund are restricted, meaning money donated to the fund can 
only be used for the aeration program. 
 

Membership dues help pay for everything else including lake studies and tests such as the Water Clarity 
Project. Dues also fund all the general fund line items shown above in the financial report. 
 

Your membership and your generous donations enable the TLPOA to provide those programs and activities 
focused on maintaining healthy lakes so the lakes can be enjoyed for generations to come. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND GENEROSITY! 

  



 
West Twin Lake 2022 EWM Management 
Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM), an aquatic invasive species, was first discovered in West Twin Lake back in 2014. 
Since EWM is nearly impossible to completely eradicate once it is introduced into a lake, herbicide treatments 
each season is the best way to control it. Your TLPOA Board continues to manage these herbicide treatments 
through use of qualified contractors. 
 

Our TLPOA budget for EWM management this season is $10,500. $5,000 of this amount is for three sets of 
localized herbicide treatments on West Twin throughout the 2022 season, including gaining all necessary 
permits. The remaining $5,500 is to conduct aquatic vegetation surveys on both West and East Twin Lakes. We 
conduct these surveys every other year to track the level and types of aquatic plant growth on each lake, 
including the identification of any new invasive species that may have been introduced. 
 

Thanks to the generosity of our TLPOA membership, our current EWM managed account totals $97,976. This 
account is anticipated to support funding our EWM treatments and aquatic surveys for several more years to 
come without the need to request additional donations.  
 

 
 
 
Call for Volunteers Needed at Lewiston’s Timberfest 
 

 

You don’t have to be a lumberjack to volunteer to help at Lewiston’s 
annual Timberfest this summer. The event, sponsored by the 
Lewiston Chamber of Commerce, is scheduled for August 5 and 6, 
2022. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Jodi Gordon or 
Autumn Brown at the Lewiston Chamber of Commerce by phone at 
989.786.2293 or by email at lewistonchamberoffice@gmail.com. 
 

For information regarding other Lewiston Chamber of Commerce 
events, visit their website at www.lewistonchamber.com. 

 
  



 
 

Meet Your New TLPOA Board Members 
 
Wendy Huston 
I was born in suburban Harper Woods, MI, but my family moved out of the city to the very rural Johannesburg 
two years later. Various moves over the years took us all around Otsego County. I graduated from Gaylord 
Community Schools and received my bachelor’s degree with a major in accounting from Davenport University, 
while working full time as an oil and gas accountant.  
 

Soon afterward, after a whirlwind romance, I married Shawn and later joined the family business, working full 
time at Huston Real Estate. Shawn has owned and operated the business since 1999. It was a natural transition 
for me to join Shawn in the daily operations of the company. I, too, am a licensed broker, and together we run 
our third-generation family business.  
 

We moved to the north shore of West Twin Lake in May 2012.  
 

We are a family of firm believers in community and giving back. I have sat on numerous boards and continue to 
do so as president/treasurer of the Lewiston Elementary PTO, treasurer of the Lewiston Downtown 
Development Authority, secretary of the Johannesburg Lewiston Area Schools Board of Education, along with 
several sub-committees, and now, treasurer of the TLPOA.  
 

Shawn and I have two children, Avery (16) and Parker (14), who, like their parents, are very involved in school 
activities and sports, robotics, and community and volunteer groups. In my very “spare” spare time, I enjoy 
boating, traveling and reading. 
 
Tom Page 
Bonnie and I have owned our property on East Twin since 2004. Our sign on 489 is the one that says “Blue 
Moon Cottage.”  We moved our residence to East Twin Lake from Lake Lansing when we retired in 2007. 
 

I have always been interested in lake issues. I grew up on Gun Lake near Grand Rapids and Bonnie and I lived on 
Lake Lansing for 16 years. I served on the Lake Lansing Association board for 13 years, including serving as 
president for 4 years. During my tenure we established a special assessment district (SAD) through our 
township to manage our Eurasian watermilfoil problems. I served on the SAD board for four years. 
 

My professional background is in fundraising for non-profit organizations. So, when we were asked last summer 
to assist with a membership drive, I was happy to help. It was a good experience and I agreed to serve as the 
membership person on the TLPOA board for the next two years. 
 
Pete Stephens 
My wife Susan and I discovered Lewiston on a stopover between exploring Lake Michigan in the west and 
heading to the shores of Lake Huron on our first visit to northern Michigan in 1994. We had just moved to the 
Detroit suburbs from Chicago and were getting to know our new state. We spent the night at Garland and 
really liked the area. I grew up in northern New England and the countryside here seemed like home to me with 
all the lakes and forests.  
 

The following year, we bought the first of several "handy man special" lake cottages on Tee Lake. In 2014 we 
bought North Shore Resort on West Twin, re-named it Twin Lakes Shore Resort and it has been the ultimate 
project for us. We've put a lot of sweat equity into the cabin renovations and are very pleased with the 
improvements. In 2019 we made the resort our full-time home just in time to quarantine in this beautiful spot.  
 

Today Susan is a local realtor and I serve on the Lewiston DDA board. We have adult children living in 
Manhattan, Salt Lake City, Denver, and Indianapolis but they all find their way home to Lewiston at least once a 
year. Everyone has been very welcoming here and we love our adopted hometown. 
  



All Signs Point to Lewiston 
The Lewiston Downtown Development Authority (DDA) has initiated a new project, the Lewiston Heritage Trail. 
Depending on funding, as many as 16 interpretive signs will be placed around town depicting the history of 
Lewiston. The order for the first interpretive sign, commemorating the Michelson and Hanson Saw Mill, has just 
been placed. The sign will be installed at the Tom May Memorial Park in the spring. Each historic sign will 
feature period photos donated by the Lewiston Area Historical Society and a text depicting life in Lewiston 
during the Big Timber Era around the turn of the 20th Century.  
 

The Lewiston DDA has already received donation pledges for several signs, each costing approximately $1,500. 
Typically, a family sponsors the cost of the sign. In turn, the generosity of the donor(s) will be recognized with a 
plaque on the sign.  
 

If you would like to make a little history yourself and donate to the Lewiston Heritage Trail, please send a check 
to the Lewiston DDA. The check should include the notation “Heritage Trail” on the face of the check. The 
Lewiston DDA welcomes checks to cover the entire $1,500 cost of the sign, or in any amount to help support 
this worthwhile project. Checks can be mailed to the Lewiston DDA, P. O. Box 153, Lewiston, MI  49756 or 
dropped off at the Twin Lakes Shore Resort, Kirtland Insurance Agency, or Huston Real Estate.  
 
 

 

The Michigan Shoreland Stewards Program Webinar: 
April 13, 2:00 - 3:00 PM 
 

Do you know what the greatest threat to the overall health of Michigan inland lakes is? Did you guess 
nutrients? According to the National Lake Assessment (NLA), your guess would be wrong. The correct answer is 
the loss of nearshore habitat – both on the land and in the lake. Luckily for Michigan’s inland lakes, lakefront 
property owners can help change this trend through the practice and implementation of lake-friendly 
landscaping and erosion control methods. 

The MI Shoreland Stewards Program is a way for 
property owners to determine if they are using best 
practices to protect their lake. In this webinar, Julia 
Kirkwood with the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy's (EGLE’s) 
Nonpoint Source Program and chair of the MI 
Natural Shoreline Partnership will discuss how you 
can use the program to assess your inland lake 
property, determine if it qualifies, and how you can 
receive some general recommendations on 
improvements to your nearshore habitat. 

 

This webinar will be recorded and made available after the event.  

To register go to www.michigan.gov/egleevents to view the EGLE calendar, and scroll down to this event on 
April 13, 2022. 

 
 



 
 
EAST TWIN AND WEST TWIN LAKES WATER CLARITY SPRING UPDATE 
As winter weather fades and ice starts to disappear on East and West Twin Lakes, we will soon begin our 2022 
lake and boating season. When it comes to improving the water clarity in our lakes, we have two strategies. 
 
Thanks, Daphnia pulicaria! 
The first is to actively remove those items that increase the turbidity (cloudiness) of the water.  

 
magnified 100X 
 

Along with the return of our many snowbirds we are anxiously awaiting the re-
emergence of our tiniest and, hopefully, most prolific springtime visitors, 
Daphnia pulicaria. If you’re looking for someone to thank for the clear water 
we had last season, look no further than our lakes’ tiniest residents. The native 
zooplankton eat even tinier green plants like phytoplankton and algae almost 
as fast as they can grow. This resulted in the “spring clear water phase” we 
enjoyed last season. Hopefully this spring we will have a repeat performance 
of these voracious filter feeders. 

It is therefore important to maximize the Daphnia pulicaria population. By actively reducing the predators that 
feed on the Daphnia pulicaria we can increase their concentration. This involves the strategy of actively 
stocking our lakes with walleye, a natural predator of the fish such as suckers and catfish which feed on the 
Daphnia pulicaria. 
 
Reducing algae growth in East Twin Lake 
This spring we will begin to proactively reduce the algae growth in East Twin utilizing a new technology, 
“PhosLock”. The raw materials of Phoslock consist of an inactive clay-based carrier (bentonite) which comprises 
95% of the product by weight and the active ingredient lanthanum, which makes up 5% by weight. 
  

The lanthanum is bound to the 
surface of the clay where it 
retains its ability to react with 
phosphate. Once the 
phosphorous is bound to the 
PhosLock it is locked in place 
and no longer available to 
promote algae growth. Binding 
with phosphate forms a 
mineral called Rhabdophane 
(lanthanum phosphate) which 
is highly insoluble and stable 
and remains inert at the 
bottom of the application area. 

 
 

High concentrations of phosphorous (5X) have been entering East Twin from the East Twin canal. A ten-acre 
wetlands adjacent to the canal has been the source of this phosphorous. PhosLock will be applied in the East 
Twin canal with 200 lbs. of material applied at the end of May and a second application in July. This will result 
in a reduction of up to 2,000 lbs. of algae growth in East Twin Lake this summer. PLM Lake and Land 
Management Corporation (our West Twin EWM contractor) will be applying this material. They will be 
contacting the affected property owners along the canal this spring. 



>>> Please check your newsletter mailing label for your current membership status. <<< 
 

 

2022 TLPOA MEMBERSHIP DUES AND DONATIONS 

                                                                   New                    Renewal 
 

Member Name(s)     _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
Email Address(es)    _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Primary Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________________       
 
   City __________________________________________________State__________________ZIP_____________  
 
Lake Address __________________________________________________________________________________        
 

Telephone (       ) __________________________                                   East Twin Lake             West Twin Lake 
  

2022 MEMBERSHIP DUES AND DONATIONS 
 

 

Membership Dues or 
Suggested Contribution Amounts 

My Lake 
Contribution 

 

Membership Dues 
Lake Stewardship provides additional 
funding for special projects to study and 
maintain a healthy lake ecology and 
benefit the lake community. 

$150 Lake Stewardship 
or 

$35 Basic Family Membership 
 

$ 
 

Aeration Suggested Contribution 
Your contribution will allow the TLPOA 
to maintain the aeration system on East 
Twin Lake, including replacing parts as 
needed, and paying for electricity. 
Suggested contribution rates based on 
lake frontage owned are shown at right. 
We welcome all levels of contribution! 

 
Lakefront Owners 
Less than 75 ft. of lake frontage 
75 to 125 ft. of lake frontage 
More than 125 ft. of lake frontage 
 

Shared Access 

 
 

$50 
$75 

$100 
 

$25 
 

$ 
 

Eurasian Watermilfoil Treatment 
Generous contributions from our 
membership along with grants from 
Montmorency County have allowed the 
TLPOA to respond quickly to control 
EWM and have covered the anticipated 
costs of surveying and treating infested 
areas.  

We are currently funded at a sufficient 
level to meet current needs  

and have suspended our requests for 
funding for 2022. 

Thank you! 

 

 MY TOTAL LAKE CONTRIBUTION $ 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!  PLEASE MAIL TODAY! 
The TLPOA is a 501(c)(3) public charity and your contribution may be deductible if you itemize your 

deductions on your tax return. Consult your tax adviser for details. 
 

Please make your check payable to TLPOA and mail to  
P.O. Box 807, Lewiston, MI  49756 



 
Save These Dates! 

 

May Membership Meeting:   Saturday, May 28, 2022   
(Memorial Day Weekend) 

 
August Membership Meeting: Saturday, August 20, 2022 

 
TLPOA membership meetings are held at the Lewiston Elementary School. Join us for coffee 
and donuts at 8:30 a.m. before the meeting starts at 9:00 a.m. The meetings’ agendas will be 
published at a later date. 

 
Be sure to check your email for details. 

 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE 

TWIN LAKES PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION! 
 
 
 
 
 
Twin Lakes Property Owners Association 
P.O. Box 807 
Lewiston, MI  49756 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

***** BE SURE TO CHECK THE TOP LINE ON YOUR MAILING LABEL. ***** 
 

DO YOU YOU NEED TO RENEW YOUR TLPOA MEMBERSHIP? 
PLEASE HELP KEEP OUR LAKES HEALTHY! 


