Most Lake Friendly Wake Boat Operating Areas
Wake boats are becoming a popular recreational option for many who enjoy our beautiful Michigan lakes.  If you are not familiar with these newer types of boats, a wake boat, when operating in ‘wake mode’ runs slower than a traditional ski boat and produces a much larger wake behind the boat allowing more fun activities such as surfing without a tow rope.  

Since wake boats operating in wake mode produce such a large wake, many studies are discussing how wake boats affect the quality of lakes in general in comparison to more traditional ski boats.  These studies point to two primary affects:

1. The larger wake, if it reaches the shoreline, can accelerate shoreline erosion
2. Disturbance of the lake bottom including aquatic vegetation can occur if operated in shallow water depths.

There are no current Michigan laws regulating the use of wake boats operating in wake mode other than those currently in place for more traditional ski boats and jet skis which require operating more than 100 feet from shore.  Several Michigan legislators have introduced a bill to prevent wake boats running in wake mode from operating less than 500 feet from shore and at a water depth of not less than 20 feet.  Many observers believe this bill not pass in its current form but will eventually pass with lesser restrictions.

Your TLPOA Board will keep our membership informed on the status of any proposed legislation.  But your Board does recognize the value of many of the studies conducted and acknowledges that operating within the current boating regulations can be detrimental to the health of our lakes if too close to shore or in shallow water depths.  

As such, the TLPOA Board has identified the most lake friendly operating areas in both East and West Twin Lakes for wake boats operating in wake mode as shown in the below maps.  These locations represent the areas of our lakes with maximum depth to minimize lake bottom disturbance and significant distance from shore to ensure wakes dissipate to traditional ski boat levels before reaching shore.

Even when operating in these most ‘lake friendly’ areas, following general boating guidelines of respecting others enjoying our lakes is always most important.  So have fun, but stay safe.
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